
Common Ground 
The US Constitution 

September 16th, 2006 
 

On the eve of the 219th anniversary of the 
signing of the US Constitution, Americans 
gathered to focus on our Common Ground as 
stakeholders and Citizens of this nation.  
Harris County and Texas state chairpersons 
of the Libertarian, Constitution, Green and 
Reform parties kicked off the event by each 
giving a short presentation.   
 

Featured speakers, David Cobb, Michael Bad-
narik & Bob Smither, then addressed the 
crowd of nearly a hundred souls, and pro-
claimed the messages of Liberty and Social 
Justice.  Presidential candidates from 2004, 
David Cobb and Michael Badnarik, led the 
charge, and were followed by candidate Bob 
Smither.  Badnarik and Smither are both cur-
rent Libertarian Congressional candidates for 
Texas Districts 10 and 22 respectively. 
 

Mr. Cobb called for an end to the current cor-
porate-duopoly’s strangle-hold on everything 
from ballot access to participation in debates, 
and he illustrated how ranked choice instant 
run-off voting will lead to a better participa-
tory democracy.  Mr. Badnarik suggested 
that we each regard our fellow citizens as in-
dividuals rather than as members of a group, 
and gave a passionate call for unity in de-
fense of Liberty. Mr. Smither pointed out the 
error of our country's current path and set 
forth his vision for the restoration of our 
rights to "life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness" through Constitutional Integrity. 
 

At the conclusion of the main event, Consti-
tution Party Texas Chairman Bryan Malatesta 
dropped a bombshell for Liberty, and an-
nounced his personal endorsement of LP con-
gressional candidates Michael Badnarik  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Texas CD10) and Bob Smither (Texas 
CD22).  He further urged Constitution Party 
members to actively support, on a personal 
basis, these two Libertarian campaigns. 
 

After the rally, the chairpersons met to dis-
cuss cooperation to further shared goals.  
The parties will review options for co-
sponsoring a joint conference during non-
convention years.  Harris County Chairs 
David Collison [Reform] and Clell Drumhel-
ler [Constitution] met afterwards to discuss 
their cooperation in a block walking effort to 
support worthy Libertarian candidates. 

Gulf Coast Liberty 

Special Election Edition—October 2006 

Serving Libertarians in the Greater Texas Gulf Coast Region 

Defending Liberty in Southeast Texas 

Texas Chairpersons L>R:  Pat Dixon (Libertarian), Bryan Malatesta 
(Constitution), Beverly Kennedy (Reform), Doug Reber (Green) 

Featured Speakers L>R:  David Cobb, Green Party 2004 candidate 
for President, won the door prize for having traveled farther than any 
other attendee [California].  Michael Badnarik, Libertarian Party can-
didate for Texas CD10 and our 2004 Candidate for President.  Bob 
Smither, Libertarian Party candidate for Texas CD22. 



 

 

Gulf Coast 

Liberty 
Volume 14, Issue 4 
Fall 2006 

Publisher: 
Libertarian Party of Texas 
P.O. Box 27932 
Houston, Texas  77227 
Website:  www.lptexas.org/harris 
 
GCL Volunteers (Alpha Order): 
  Yvonne Kelly - Lib Reporter 
  John Kormylo - Coordinator 
  Candace Sessums - Editor & LR 
  Kristin Thompson - Database 
  John Trotter - Photographer 
 

County Contacts: 
 

Harris Chair:  Guy McLendon 
832-372-8131, guy@mclendon.net 
 

Brazoria Chair:  Open Seat 
Volunteers? 
 

Fort Bend Chair:  Kevin Tunstall 
713-702-1938, ktunstall@houston.rr.com 
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Organizational/Event Contacts: 
College Lib. @ UH:  Monica Granger 
832-259-2830, monica.granger@gmail.com 
 

Liberty Coalition:  Chris Camero 
281-497-8019, chris_camero@yahoo.com 
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From the HCLP Chair 
By Guy McLendon 
 

My Fellow Libertarians, 
 

My first campaign as a LP activist was the Ed 
Clark campaign for President in 1980, and his 
theme was “A New Beginning”.  Each day pre-
sents a new opportunity to begin anew, and so 
it is with the 2006 Libertarian Party. 
 

The general mission & purpose of the LP, in my opinion, is to re-
store Liberty in America for the Citizens of today, and for the chil-
dren of tomorrow.  We are a political party, and depend upon 
placement of quality candidates into public office to achieve that 
mission.  To place candidates, our champions in the fight for Lib-
erty, we set specific goals, and then work to achieve those goals. 
 

At the August 27th HCLP Executive Committee meeting, we 
stated these 2007 goals that we will use for our own evaluation: 
 

Double 2007 revenue as compared to 2005 
Increase Yard Sign Deployment List to qty = 200  
Elect candidate(s) in 2007 municipal elections 
Precinct Chairs in 5% of Harris precincts [43 of 875] 

 

An ongoing theme in my tenure as your County Chair will be to 
broaden the LP’s base of support, and to focus our efforts towards 
an achievable mission.  Our electoral focus in 2007 will be to win 
non-partisan, municipal elections.  We are currently looking for 
candidates who reside in relatively small cities who are willing to 
actually run for & serve in, for instance, city council positions. 
 

To broaden our base, our meetings will strive to attract Citizens 
who are not LP members, but who yearn to have enforceable lim-
its imposed to cap the power of elected officials.  The LP needs 
allies in the battle to restore Liberty.  In our communication with 
non-LP members, if we encounter an issue on which we disagree, 
it’s important to keep an open mind and consider the other per-
son’s perspective.  No person or group has a monopoly on truth. 
 

The LP is currently the only non-Establishment party with ballot 
access in Texas, so we seek support from members of other par-
ties such as Constitution, Green, and Reform.  HCLP seeks coop-
eration with members of all parties when their objectives align with 
our mission to cap the unlawful or unconstitutional power of gov-
ernment officials.  Stay tuned! 

Guy McLendon 
CyberSquad Web Hosting 
www.CyberSquad.com 

832-372-8131 



Letter from the Editor: 
 

As a newbie to the LP, I sometimes fancy myself 
as one of just a few unknown, unheard beings 
drifting in a myriad of Republicans and Democ-
rats.  There are other Libertarians out there?  
How could that be?  Until just two years ago, I 
had never even heard of us. 
 

Still, in the two days I worked the Fort Bend 
County Fair booth, when approached about taking 
The World’s Smallest Political Quiz, at least five 
persons stated matter-of-factly, “Oh, I’m already 
a Libertarian.”  Without even giving the quiz, they 
were already “my friend” as Clyde Garland, fellow 
booth coordinator, so often declared.  And this 
was all during only seven hours of my working 
the booth. 
 

As taken aback as I was by the occurrence of 
those “already Libertarians”, there can be no de-
scription for the expressions of the fair-goers who 
declared staunchly to be Conservative and then 
watched as we placed their little dots within the 
Libertarian block. 
 

It was then that it occurred to me how successful 
the deception of the American people has been.  
You see, so many of those people were conserva-
tive, by their own definition.  They were tradi-
tional people who support traditional values.  
Many of them were probably faithful Christians 
who were seduced into believing the only good, 
only moral political party for them is the Republi-
can Party.  They have confused the meaning of a 
political conservative with that of a social conser-
vative. 
 

The fair gave me the opportunity to express to 
people that I too retain a conservative value sys-
tem.  The difference is that I don’t want big gov-
ernment telling me what my values should or  

should not be.  I don’t want them involved in 
my right to hold those conservative values, 
whether that government be for or against 
them.  Many of the people I spoke to agreed 
and others at least walked away with 
“something to chew on.” 
 

A year ago I completed the required six hours of 
Political Science for my BA in History.  The first 
semester the course required a book which was 
published in 2003.  The next semester the uni-
versity changed textbooks, with the new text 
being only three years older than the previous.  
Although I am sure there were many differences 
to be noted between these books, one certainly 
jumped out at me.   
 

The older text included only a few sentences 
about Libertarianism under the subheading 
Third Parties.  The new text presented two para-
graphs in separate chapters  under subheadings 
that included the name Libertarian Party or Lib-
ertarianism.   These paragraphs gave an ex-
panded view of what the Libertarian Party is and 
even noted our success at remaining on the bal-
lot here in Texas for many years.    Quite a leap 
in just three years! 
 

All of this is to say that great things are happen-
ing in the LP’s struggle to restore Liberty.  We 
are, in my opinion, entering a new age in which 
our voices will begin to be heard.  On that note, 
I would ask all of you reading this to consider 
submitting letters and opinion articles of your 
own.  After all, the ability to broadcast intelli-
gent thought provided the impetus for the crea-
tion of this great nation.  Let us join our voices 
with those of our ancestors and return to a na-
tion founded firmly upon the cornerstone of 
Freedom. 
                               - Candace Sessums, Editor CGL 
 

Gulf Coast Liberty Editorial Section 

Your Right to Free Speech! 
 

GCL wants to hear from you, our readers.  
Comment on our articles, or send “Letters  
to the Editor”.  We are also accepting edi-
torials for possible publication—maximum 
length of 500 words is strongly preferred. 

 

Email submissions to GCL Editor Candace Sessums 
csessums@grslegal.com 



Pasadena Gun Show 
By Y. Kelly, Liberty Reporter 
Gulf Coast activists including Stan Norred, Drew Parks, Kevin 
Tunstall and candidate Bob Smither took advantage of our voter 
registration table at the gun shows at the Pasadena Convention 
Center in August and September.  Thanks to their hard work dur-
ing this very productive and successful weekend, we made full 
use of our FREE table, distributing hundreds of copies of the 
Constitution, LP info and freebies like "I'm the NRA & I VOTE" 
buttons & bumper stickers.  Many new voters were registered. 
And, thanks to Stan's quick-thinking, we may a have new LP 
County Chairman in unorganized Hardin County. 

Pasadena is located in Bob's CD-22, and he didn't lack opportuni-
ties to meet and connect with voters.  Bob has developed very 
professional campaign materials, and response to his candidacy 
and platform was very encouraging. His presence all four days 
was a huge boost for Libertarian efforts and dialog. 

Since Pasadena is adjacent to Ron Paul's CD-14, we offered 
Ron's campaign information.  Although Ron is well known (and 
revered)  through the entire area, he does have a Democratic op-
ponent this year; so, we reminded voters that it is critical for them 
to vote for Ron along with all of their family and friends. 

Special thanks go to Penny Langford-Freeman, Ron Paul's very 
able District Political Director for giving us hundreds of copies of 
the Constitution. 

State Leadership Executive Committee 
By Y. Kelly, SLEC Rep, Sen. District 4 
 

Twenty-five members of the TX-SLEC attended our quarterly 
meeting in College Station on Saturday, Sept. 23. This committee 
is comprised of Texas LP officers and up to two representatives 
from each of the 32 State Senate Districts.  Twelve representa-
tives from the Gulf Coast region participated in the meeting.    To 
see who represents your State Senate District, please go to: http://
www.tx.lp.org/district_representatives.shtml 
 

There are districts in our area that need additional representation. 
If you are interested in serving, or want more information, please 
contact your County Chairman, or Kevin Tunstall, LPTX Vice 
Chair. 
 

Highlights: 
Financially, the TX LP is in good shape, with strong controls 
in place.  We are spending aggressively on critical election 
materials such as yard signs and door hangers which are be-
ing deployed rapidly throughout the state. 
Update on the "Quiz Across Texas".  An initial order for 
100,000 door hangers was placed, and those materials have 
been depleted.  Another 200,000 door hangers were ordered, 
and have been received. 
Dixon presented an impressive list of Goals (Political, Finan-
cial & Organizational) to be achieved by June 2007.  A vol-
unteer was solicited to champion each goal. 
Dixon also cited a list of accomplishments.  He specifically 
recognized Guy McLendon for his work in organizing and 
conducting the "Common Ground" Conference on Septem-
ber 16th.  Guy was subsequently appointed to act as liaison 
to continue this work. 
A special committee was appointed to consider a leadership 
“road show” as a possible alternate to  the LP Texas hosting 
a 2007 conference. 
Texas LP will issue a letter to go on record as asking to host 
a National LP Convention at the earliest possible date. Aus-
tin is the most likely venue. 

 

The bottom line is that the LP of Texas has a very strong team 
in place who is striving to achieve our goals and advance the 
libertarian cause throughout the state and beyond.  The level of 
excitement and activism is extremely high and the dedication is 
evident. 
 

Special News Reports 

L to R: Drew Parks, Yvonne Kelly, Bob Smither, Kevin Tunstall & Stan Norred 

Running to Win? 
 

The Texas LP is looking for persons 
interested in running for non-partisan 

municipal offices.  If you are inter-
ested in winning and serving in a mu-
nicipal position to further the cause of 

Liberty, contact Texas SLEC: 
Guy@McLendon.net 
Cell:  832-372-8131 

Help Wanted! 
HCLP Media Coordinator 

 

Duties include issuing press releases, and interfacing with 
local news media to build relationships & solicit coverage 

for HCLP events & candidates.  We ask for a minimum of 4 
hours per week; additional time is required during election 
season.  Benefits include massive job satisfaction, and an 

official “PRESS” picture badge.  If interested,  
contact guy@mclendon.net 



Restore Freedom Now — Make Checks Out to “HCLP”! 
Funds are needed for 2006 election expenses!  Please donate today. 

Here is my best donation:           $35            $60             $100           $200            $1000                                   Other 

Occupation ___________________________________  Employer (optional) __________________________________________ 

Email:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________ County: ____________________________________ Precinct ___________________ 

Common Ground 
Transcript of Opening Remarks, by 
Guy McLendon, Sept. 16th, 2006 
 

My fellow citizens, welcome to:  
Common Ground, the US Consti-
tution. 
 

I am Guy McLendon, Chairman of 
the Harris County Libertarian 
Party; and, Vice-Chair of the Lib-
ertarian National Platform Com-
mittee. 
 

Today, our speakers include lead-
ers from 4 political parties:  Liber-
tarian, Constitution, Green & Re-
form.  Then, our featured speak-
ers include two former candidates 
for President – David Cobb & Mi-
chael Badnarik, as well as our 
candidate for Tom Delay’s seat – 
Bob Smither. 
 

Now, let’s discuss our “Common 
Ground”. 
 

Every person here needs a home, 
our nation, where we can pursue 
happiness, and live peacefully. 
 

For a free nation to exist, politi-
cians must honor our written lim-
its on THEIR power … that is the 
essence of Liberty. 
 

Without Liberty, a politician can 
take your property … even your 
life … with no justification 
 

The Supreme Court is killing Lib-
erty simply by disregarding the 
original meaning of words in our 
Constitution 
 

But, America was once the world’s 
beacon of hope. 

 IF or WHEN abortion is murder, 
then it should be subject to juris-
diction of State and NOT Federal 
government.  If the Constitution 
does not specifically grant federal 
power, then it rests with the 
state, or the people. 
 

National party delegates should 
defer this issue to the platforms of 
our state affiliates. 
 

Common Ground 
 

On immigration, our planks, in 
Texas and national, now acknowl-
edge two facts relevant to short 
term policy:   
(1) The Constitution does author-
ize federal regulation of immigra-
tion; 
(2) Sections of border outside 
checkpoints should be protected.   
 

Libertarians are still for LEGAL 
immigration, and our new planks 
moved us closer to Reform Party 
policy … 
 

… and now, I present to you, the 
Chairman of the Libertarian Party 
of Texas, Patrick Dixon. 

Our symbol? … The Statue of Lib-
erty. 
 

Let us resolve … that America’s 
basic character as a nation … shall 
not become a casualty … in a 
never ending war. 
 

Let us lead the world simply by 
being a good example … of a 
peaceful and prosperous nation 
 

Alas … when we share opinions, 
we will have differences. 
 

Two years ago, my Green Party 
friend Alfred Molison & I met over 
a three hour coffee.  I said the 
problem is “Big Bad Government”.  
He said “Big Bad Business”. 
 

That day, we both realized our 
parties refer to the same Estab-
lishment with different names, 
and yet we share the same foe. 
 

The Green platform talks about 
decentralization.  I challenge the 
Greens to restore and enforce 
limits on the power of federal offi-
cials.  Progressive work should be 
decentralized, and performed on a 
state or local level. 
 

By seeking to understand one an-
other, we can overcome our dif-
ferences. 
 

Our platform differs from the Con-
stitution Party’s on a very divisive 
issue:  abortion.   
 

Their platform is pro-life.  Our 
platform keeps government out of 
the issue.  Clell, Bryan & I met to 
find common ground. 

Texas county LP parties do not receive direct cash contributions from either the Texas or National Libertarian Parties.  In addition to 
supporting the vital work at state & national levels, please also donate generously to support your local county activists! 

Help Wanted! 
Precinct Captains 

 

Assist County Chair, and 
manage activities within 

your local region.  We ask 
for a min. of 4 hr/week.  

Contact guy@mclendon.net 
for HCLP, or your local 

County Chair. 
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Fun Things to Do in Fall/Winter 2006! 
October 20 (Fri) Opening of Aaron Russo’s “America—
Freedom to Fascism”.  Location:  Angelika Film Center, 510 
Texas Street, Houston 77002.   www.freedomtofascism.com/  
 
Sunday, October 22,  3-4 PM:  HCLP Executive Committee 
Meeting.  Location: Monument Inn, 4406 Battleground, Houston 
77571.  Contact:  Guy@McLendon.Net, 832-372-8131.  
 

Sunday, October 22, 4-5 PM LP Candidate/Activist Meet-up, 
& 5-6 PM Dinner/Social Hour.  Please try to RSVP for dinner 
reservations: leave message for Guy @ 832-372-8131.  Walk-ins 
are welcome.  Location: same as HCLP Exec. Com. above.  
 
Get Out the Vote!  Early voting:  Oct 23-Nov 3.  Election Day 
Nov 7, 2006.  Promote your favorite libertarian candidate! 

Tuesday, Nov 7: Election Day Party.  See website for details 
 

November 11 (Sat 2-4pm), West Houston Libertarian Meet-
up.  Location: 19702 Emerald Ridge Lane, Houston, Texas 
77094.  Contact:  Carl Wetzel, Harris County Precinct Chair, 
cwetzel@houston.rr.com Tel: 281-578-1180. 
 

December 2006 (TBA—noon-5pm ), Texas SLEC Meeting.  
Austin, Texas.  Contact:  Texas Executive Director Wes Benedict 
wesliberty@aol.com. 
 

For the most current info,  
visit our website:   

http://www.lptexas.org/harris 
 

Let’s Get Out The Vote! 
By Y. Kelly, Liberty Reporter 

 
Despite the attention being given to the Gover-
nor's race, voter turnout is predicted to be very 
low this year.  Therefore, the candidates that 
work hard to get their vote out will benefit the 
most.  Here's early voting location info for four of 
our Gulf Coast counties. 
 
You can print out a sample ballot at all of the 
county websites.  General Election:  Tuesday,  
November 7, 2006 
 
Brazoria Co. Voting Info: 
http://www.brazoria.tx.us.landata.com/elections.asp 

 
Fort Bend Co. Early Voting: 
http://www.co.fort-bend.tx.us/getSitePage.asp?
sitePage=5665 
 
Galveston Co. Early Voting: 
http://www.galvestonvotes.org/early-voting.htm 
 
Harris County Early Voting: 
http://www.harrisvotes.org/index2.htm 
 
     October 23rd - October 27th 
       8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
    October 28th 
       7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
    October 29th 
       1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
    October 30th - November 3rd 
       7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.  


