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Ron Paul on Bob Barr 
 

On the morning of June 12th, CNN Newsroom re-
porter John Roberts asked Ron the following ques-
tion: “Congressman, what do you think of Bob Barr? 
Does he faithfully represent the values of the Liber-
tarian Party?” 
 

Ron Paul: I think so. It doesn’t mean that you can 
look at his voting record like you look at mine and 
say there was never any infraction. That doesn’t 
mean that he can’t represent these values. He’s 
saying the things he should be saying. He’s joined 
the Libertarian Party and he presents these views 
and he talks our language. So I do really believe 
that he can have a very positive effect in this cam-
paign and let the people know that limited govern-
ment is a very, very important message and that 
people will have a chance. That gives everybody a 
choice in the matter. 

Ron Paul 2008 
One Campaign Ends, and Another Begins 

By Yvonne Kelly 
 

The official Ron Paul Campaign for President ended 
on June 12, 2008 … as Ron declared the birth of a 
new organization to continue the “Revolution”.  It’s 
hard to believe that 17 months had passed since 
Lew Rockwell broke the news of Ron's exploratory 
committee on Jan. 11, 2007.  In that time, Ron raised 
over $34 million, garnered 1.2 million votes in GOP 
primaries, brought a huge number of new people to 
discover libertarianism and ignited a bonfire of liberty 
- “The Revolution”. 
 

This change of campaign status in no way signals 
the end.  Ron's best selling book "The Revolution:  A 
Manifesto" continues to top the charts with large, en-
thusiastic crowds greeting him at every book-signing 
event.  Ron formed the Campaign for Liberty, http://
www.campaignforliberty.com, that will focus on edu-
cation and activism for libertarian candidates.  Within 
days of Ron’s announcement, over 50K people had 
signed up for membership.  Stay tuned for more in-
formation about the organization's structure, mission 
and upcoming events.  Some coming events include 
the DC Revolution March in July and the University 
of Minnesota Rally held in conjunction with the GOP 
convention in September. 

Finally, please come celebrate liberty and Ron’s re-
election to Congress at Ron's annual Birthday Bash 
BBQ in August.  Details will be posted on the web at 
this location:  http://www.HarrisLP.org 
 

Texas, and Gulf Coast Libertarians in particular have 
much work to do between now and Nov. 4.   May the 
spirit and excitement of the Ron Paul Revolution 
carry the LP to its greatest electoral gains ever! 
 

Peace, Freedom & Prosperity Always! 
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From the HCLP Chair 
 

My Fellow Libertarians, 
 

     The 2008 LP convention process is over!  All 
candidates have now been selected, and we’re in 
general election season.  LP national delegates 
nominated the strongest Presidential ticket we’ve 
seen in a long while … despite the fact that our 
party’s National Bylaws are weak in the selection 
process for the vice-presidential candidate. 
 

     At the Texas State Convention, our delegates 
there nominated some excellent candidates, listed on page 6, including 
candidate William Bryan Strange.  Mr. Strange is the only LP Texas can-
didate in a 2 way statewide race, so his campaign offers our best hope 
to retain ballot access in 2010. 
 

     While many HCLP members were packing their luggage to serve the 
cause of freedom in Denver, Colorado, others were busy working to 
build our organization’s reputation in the American Dream Coalition Con-
ference held here in Houston.  Our tactical plan is to cosponsor events 
with more widely know and respected organizations, and thereby build 
our own reputation.  The hardworking team discussed on page 4 de-
serves the gratitude of everyone who cares about HCLP. 
 

     As the Ron Paul juggernaut transitions into the “Campaign for Lib-
erty”, the up & coming Bob Barr 2008 campaign began their own roller 
coaster ride.  As I write, the campaign is about to swing through Texas, 
visiting first Austin, then Houston & Dallas.  Just a couple of weeks ago, 
John Shuey of Dallas accepted the role of Barr Campaign Texas Coordi-
nator, and I accepted the role as Harris County Coordinator.  The Hous-
ton leg of their Texas tour is an opportunity for HCLP … where our team 
has been asked to make arrangements on short notice.  My thanks go to 
John Shuey who agreed to half the financial risk - a commitment that 
allowed me to commit to hosting Bob Barr’s visit in a first class location. 
 

     Thanks to the diligent work of Media Coordinator Brian Kuzma on 
behalf of the Barr Houston visit, HCLP appears to have secured for Mr. 
Barr some local TV coverage, an interview with the political editor of the 
Houston Chronicle, and a prime time talk show interview.  Stay tuned.  
I’m biting my nails … hoping for a great turnout. 
 

     Sadly, all aspects of our picture are not rosy.  Financial income com-
ing into the HCLP Treasury nearly dried up in the first half of 2008.  Our 
income during the first half of 2008 was only about 1/3 the amount 
raised during the first half of 2007.  No doubt the plummeting value of 
the US dollar is applying more stress to everyone’s finances.  However, 
please review the progress your Harris County LP has been making, and 
reward the hard work being done in your own backyard by local activists.  
We can continue to perform work only if we have sufficient funds to 
cover our relatively modest expenses.  Please open up, and give gener-
ously. 
 
Your partner in the restoration of Liberty, 

 
 

Guy McLendon 
Chair Harris County Libertarian Party 
Houston, Texas Page 2 of 8 
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The Mises Circle in Houston – Great Economic Myths 
Reported, Amplified, and Interpreted by Bob Smither, Ph.D. 

 

Houston is fortunate to have a seminar series sponsored by the Mises Institute, www.Mises.org, and under-
written by benefactor Mr. Jeremy Davis.  If you have never attended one, do yourself a favor and enjoy the 
next one that comes to Houston - scheduled for January 24, 2009.  This past January, Walter Block, Robert 
Higgs, and Lew Rockwell discussed several established economic myths with an enthusiastic and receptive 
crowd.  The food at Maggiano's Restaurant was worth the modest seminar fee, and the economic insights 
delivered by the three speakers were priceless. 
 

The first session was by Dr. Walter Block who considers how free markets can be applied to areas that most 
think must be handled by government.  Dr. Block posed the question: why privatize anything?  In free mar-
kets, voluntary exchanges require no force and are moral, perceived by all parties to be profitable, and effi-
cient.  When choices are limited by government, at best we don't get as much value from an exchange, and at 
the worst we are forced to pay for something we really have no desire or use for.  Do we benefit from a forced 
exchange – who can tell? 
 

When we vote for products and services with our dollars in free markets, we have a wide array of choices and 
can make very narrow, personal, and specific choices.  Compare this with typical choices for government 
“products”:  we often have a single choice of service with government as provider, and must accept a one-
size-fits-all package.  Perhaps the question really is: why make anything public? 
 

Another issue is that once government has monopolized an area, there are few ways to rid ourselves of the 
“service.”  The worst part of FEMA assuming responsibility for assisting the victims of hurricane Katrina, 
worse even than their attack on private individuals and agencies wanting to help their neighbors, was that 
there was no way to get rid of their “help.”  If the Red Cross had performed so abysmally, its donations would 
have dried up, and another way for folks to help each other would have evolved.  With FEMA, their shockingly 
poor performance, as is typical for government agencies, was rewarded with a bigger budget! 
 

Consider one aspect of the current use of the shared resources that may be responsible for thwarting eco-
nomic progress – the tragedy of the commons.  We can all agree that the unrestrained exploitation of the buf-
falo that led to its demise was a narrow minded, tragic, and selfish act, but we can't argue that it made no 
economic sense.  With no one having property rights in the buffalo, no one could claim to be injured when 
buffalo were stampeded over cliffs and massacred for little economic gain.  Notice there has never been a 
shortage of privately owned cows! 
 

A more recent example of the tragedy of the commons was the collectivized farms of the former Soviet Union.  
The soviets collectivized almost all farmland, but did allow 3% to be owned and farmed privately.  That 3% of 
the land, not surprisingly, produced 25% of the crops.  If you are a worker on a collectivized farm and “your” 
cow is calving at 3 AM, where is the incentive to not just roll over in bed and go back to sleep?  You will bene-
fit very little if the calf lives or not.  When an economic asset is publicly owned, there is little incentive to care 
for it; or, in the case of the buffalo, to see that it continues to be available to the next generation. 
 

We are witnessing another tragedy of the commons in the world's oceans.  The ocean stocks of fish are likely 
to suffer the same fate as the buffalo unless private property rights are established there. 
 

Robert Higgs took on the establishment myth that it was WWII that finally lifted us from the Great Depression.  
Using logic and the government's own figures he demonstrated that the first truly prosperous years since the 
thirties were those following the war as the government loosened its grip on the private economy. 
 

Lew Rockwell attacked the notion that somehow there is economic benefit when a ruffian breaks a home 
owner's window.  After all, the village glazier will profit from the new business!  The misunderstanding here is 
clear - there is a confusion between what is seen and what is unseen.  The owner might have bought a new 
book if not forced to repair his window, benefiting the book shop owner - but that transaction would have gone 
unnoticed. 
 

Those who believe that broken windows lead to prosperity can be convinced by our government that issuing 
Economic Stimulus Checks to us will improve the economy.  It appears that most in the media believe exactly 
that.  Those of us with a better grip on reality realize that this is akin to bailing water from the deep end of a 
swimming pool, dumping it into the shallow end, and expecting the level to rise! 
 

Be sure to plan to attend the next Mises Circle in Houston.  I hope to see you there! 



Page 4 of 8 

News Reports - Activism & Outreach Events 

Houston Pride Parade 
By Stacey Bourland 

 

HCLP sponsored a very successful Pride Parade 
entry on Saturday, June 28th - exhilarating for 
participants, and productive for the LP.  Thanks 
go to candidate Craig Wolfe, candidate for the 
Texas Congressional District 2, who rented a 
truck and bought a power inverter.  The team 
decorated the truck with signs, HCLP magnets, 
Christmas lights, and a ruffle. The parade was 
witnessed by about 200,000 spectators, and par-
ticipants received lots of cheers, applause, high-
fives, and even hugs. The announcer on the PA 
system said, "We love 'em - the Harris County Lib-
ertarian Party."  A man from the Access channel 
asked us to do a program for him, so that should 
give us even more exposure. One participant in 
another entry got our contact information after de-
scribing herself as "98% libertarian," so I hope 
she'll join our ranks. Overall, it was an excellent 
outreach event! 

Editor’s Note:   
A primary objective of the HCLP as an organiza-
tion is to protect & defend the rights of all individu-
als.  Our organization does not promote or deni-
grate lifestyle choices made by individuals. 

Protecting Freedom & Mobility 
By Dr. Stacey Bourland and Guy McLendon 

 

The American Dream Coalition event “Protect Your 
Freedom and Mobility” was held in Houston May 16-
18.  HCLP was prominently listed as cosponsor of the 
event together with other fine organizations including 
CATO, Reason Foundation, Heritage Foundation, and 
Houston Property Rights Association.  Being included 
as a cosponsor on the website, event programs and 
announcements really builds the reputation & credibil-
ity of our organization. 
 

To receive this honor, HCLP’s primary deliverable 
was to provide ground transportation for speakers be-
tween the airport and their hotel.  The hardworking 
team was led by event organizer Stacey Bourland in 
cooperation with drivers, in alpha order, Stacey Bour-
land, Jeff Daiell, Brian Kuzma, Joe Marcom, Jeff 
McGee, Alfred Montestruc, Bob Townsend, and John 
Wieder.  In preparation for this event, eight car mag-
nets were purchased to help the speakers sight our 
vehicles at the airport & hotel, and to promote the 
HCLP with mobile advertising.  The team provided 
about 20 trips of ground transportation.  The incoming 
director of the ADC Ed Braddy noted to LP member 
Bob Townsend that he couldn't believe how much the 
HCLP had done for the ADC conference.  Money just 
can’t buy praise like that.  Score some serious at-
taboys & attagirls for the team who built HCLP’s credi-
bility during this event. 
 

A second deliverable was to market & promote the 
event.  Our previous issue included a full page adver-
tisement, and we posted the event on our HCLP web-
site, and Meetup.com group.  Craig Flynn and Jim 
Karlock, Executive Committee members of the ADC, 
said this year's conference had the best turnout 
they've ever had due to the large number of local lib-
ertarians in the audience.  Hopefully our marketing 
played an important role in that success. 
 

Certainly the ADC Conference drew some libertari-
ans.  One ADC speaker driven by Ms Bourland, Jes-
sica Corry, was also a speaker at the national LP con-
vention in Denver the following weekend.  Texas LP 
Chair Pat Dixon attended, and stated "The HCLP was 
prominently displayed as a sponsor.  The HCLP and 
LP of Texas were recognized several times for their 
support." 
 

Way to go team! 
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Information to Oppose the Trans Texas Corridor 
 

The following internet links should be useful to our volunteers who desire to stop funding & construction of the TTC. 
Civic Organization Fighting TTC:  www.corridorwatch.org 

Civic Organization Fighting TTC:  www.texasturf.org 
Purchase Educational DVD:  www.truthbetolled.com 

News and Commentary:  www.transtexascorridor.blogspot.com/ 

PlatComm Members [L-R] Guy McLendon, Platform Com-

mittee Chair Alicia Mattson, and Secretary Brian Holtz 

LP National Platform 

By Guy McLendon 
 

The 2008 Libertarian Party Platform, as it presents 
libertarian philosophy compared to prior national 
platforms, is the best version since the creation of 
the LP in 1971.  The “Directional Principles” style 
summarizes our principles using words that most 
people can  understand without consulting a diction-
ary, and the reduced quantity of planks tends to fo-
cus on higher priority issues.  The recycled verbiage 
chosen focuses on long term arguments, and there-
fore will not go stale quickly.  Statements that previ-
ously were used by Establishment media to embar-
rass our candidates was nearly eliminated.  This is a 
Platform all Libertarians can be proud of. 
 

  See it now!  www.lp.org/platform 
 

The two 2008 National Platform Committee mem-
bers whose contributions were most valuable, in my 
opinion, were Committee Chair Alicia Mattson, and 
Secretary Brian Holtz.  Brian originated the idea to 
use recycled language, and provided the initial ... 

 

Texas LP State Convention 
 

The Libertarian Party of Texas had a very success-
ful state convention the weekend of June 13-15 in 
Fort Worth.  Approximately 175 attended which is 
more than have attended the past 4 conventions - 
best turnout in 10 years.  The new state platform 
was adopted and is posted to www.LPTexas.org.   
 

The 2008 Presidential nominee Bob Barr gave a 
forceful speech.  In his message he emphasized 
that we need to ask the voters, “Have you had 
enough?” from the Democrats & Republicans.  In a 
3 way contested nomination, Yvonne Schick was 
nominated as our candidate for US Senate. 
 

Three former or current LP National Chairs at-
tended - Bill Redpath, Jim Lark and Geoffrey 
Neale. Convention Secretary Stacey Bourland takes a breather with 

LP National Chair Bill Redpath 

… elbow grease that comprised the new platform style.  
During the 2008 Convention process, Ms Mattson 
demonstrated nerves of steel that earned the accolade 
“truly heroic.”  Lesser souls than Alicia’s surely would 
have buckled under the tremendous strain she en-
dured during presentation of the Committee’s Report to 
the delegation. 
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Texas 2008 LP Convention 
By Stacey Bourland 

 

The convention delegates elected Patrick Dixon as Convention Chair and Stacey Bourland as Convention 
Secretary.  These statewide candidates, in order of election, were elected: 
 

William Bryan Strange III Judge, Court of Criminal Appeals, Place 9 
Dave Howard Judge, Court of Criminal Appeals, Place 4 

Matthew E. Eilers Judge, Court of Criminal Appeals, Place 3 
Drew Shirley Justice, Supreme Court, Place 8 

David G. Smith Justice, Supreme Court, Place 7 
Tom Oxford Chief Justice, Supreme Court 

David Floyd Railroad Commissioner 
Yvonne Adams Schick  U.S. Senate 

 

Party officers were elected: 
 Texas Chair - Patrick Dixon 
 Vice Chair - Guy McLendon 

 Secretary - Brian Kuzma 
 Treasurer - Mike Burris 

 

LPT State Executive Committee Representatives: 
  State Senate District 5 elected Craig Weems 
  State Senate District 6 elected Joe Marcom 
  State Senate District 7 elected Jay Cookingham and Mary Ann Bryan 
  State Senate District 8 elected David R. Mason and William Strange 
  State Senate District 9 elected William Sparkman and John Shuey 
  State Senate District 11 elected Stan Norred 
  State Senate District 13 elected Jeff Daiell 
  State Senate District 14 elected Matt Finkel and Geoffrey Neale 
  State Senate District 16 elected Paul Osborn and Paul Petersen 
  State Senate District 22 elected Coy Reynolds and Joey Dauben 
  State Senate District 23 elected Eugene J. Flynn 
  State Senate District 24 elected Gordon Mobley and Jon Roland 
  State Senate District 30 elected James Gholston 

State Offices (Entirely Within Harris County) 
U.S. Representative, District 7 Drew Parks 
U.S. Representative, District 18 Mike Taylor 
U.S. Representative, District 29 Joel Grace 
State Board of Education, District 6 Mary Ann Bryan 
State Senator, District 6 Susan Delgado 
State Representative, District 126 Oscar J. Palma, Jr. 
State Representative, District 127 Justo Perez 
State Representative, District 130 William B. Gray Jr. 
State Representative, District 132 Phil Kurtz 
State Representative, District 134 Mhair S. Dekmezian 
State Representative, District 135 Alfred N. Montestruc 
State Representative, Dist. 136 Gerald W. "Jerry" LaFleur 
State Representative, District 137 Alex Cresswell 
State Representative, District 141 Richard Brown 
State Representative, District 143 Joe O. Marcom 
State Representative, District 147 Joe Tirado 
State Representative, District 150 Ken Petty 

 

In addition to statewide offices, the districts for these 
candidates have precincts within Harris County.  Visit 

www.HarrisLP.org for more information. 
 
 

Harris County Offices (Partial List of Offices) 
Tax Assessor-Collector Jeffrey McGee 
County Commissioner, Precinct 1 Jorgen Nelson 
Justice of Peace, Pct 1, Plc 1 Derrick J. Anderson Sr 
 

Candidates Elected in District Conventions 
U.S. Representative, District 2 Craig Wolfe 
U.S. Representative, District 9 Brad Walters 
U.S. Representative, District 10 Matt Finkel 
U.S. Representative, District 22 John Wieder 
State Board of Education, District 7 Richard R. Johnson 
State Senator, District 11 Cliff Messina 

Support Libertarian Candidates ! 



Restore Freedom Now — Make Checks Out to “HCLP”! 
Please financially sponsor our upcoming outreach efforts!  We Need Your Help. 

Here is my best donation:           $35            $60             $100           $200            $1000                                   Other [No limit!] 

Occupation ___________________________________  Employer (optional) __________________________________________ 

Email:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________ County: ____________________________________ Precinct ___________________ 

HCLP does not receive cash contributions from either the Texas or National Libertarian Parties.  In addition to supporting 

LP at state & national levels, please also donate generously to support your local county activists! 

(Donations from corporations or labor unions can not be accepted.) 

Classified Section:  Rate is $10 per column inch per issue w/ discount for multiple Ads 

Are you friends with every bug? Do the kids bring it home?  Does some “iron man” come to work sick and 

give it to you?  It doesn't have to be this way!  NEW SILVER SOLUTION from Nutronix!  Find it at:  

www.freetexas.net. It's about Freedom.  It's about us. 
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Gulf Coast Liberty is Available at the Following Public Locations 

Ziggy’s Healthy Grill 

2202 W. Alabama Street 
Houston , Texas 77098 

713-527-8588 
www.ziggyshealthygrill.com 

Field of Greens 

2320 W Alabama St 
Houston, TX 77098 

713-533-0024 

Erica Jewelry 

1718 Westheimer Road 
Houston, Texas  77098 

713-529-7555 

John Wieder for Congress 
Want to help with congressional district 22 campaign? 

Please visit:  www.johnwieder.com 

Call 409-201-2464 today! 

The Wieder for Congress campaign has deployed about 400 yard 
signs, and about 400 “Vote Libertarian” signs.  Our radio station ads 
on KJIC 90.5 FM Christian country station will cover the entire CD-22 
all the way through Election Day.  The campaign plans to run a TV 
ad prior to the election. 

Rebecca (Becky) Hutzleman 
 

Longtime LP supporter Rebecca (Becky) Hutzelman passed away peacefully at home surrounded by her fam-
ily on July 5th after a tenacious short struggle with cancer.  She was born on February 23, 1943 in Ohio 
where she spent her formative years and graduated from college in 1965. 
 

She married David Hutzelman, 1s Lt, USAF later that year and lived in Fort Walton Beach, Florida before 
moving to Houston in 1966.  David is a former LP State Chair and LP candidate for Governor. 
 

In Houston, Becky taught at Valley Oaks Elementary, and was past-president of the Bunker Hill PTA.  Her 
most cherished pastime was relishing the company of her three grandchildren. She was a devoted wife, lov-
ing mother, passionate grandmother and a joyful optimistic friend who will be sorely missed by many. 
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Fun Things to Do in 2008 ! 
Now to Election Day:  Candidate Campaign Events.  Volun-
teering to help our regional HCLP candidates!  Get their contact 
info here:  www.harrislp.org/candidates.html 
 

August - Ron Paul’s Birthday Bash.  Location/Time:  monitor 
HCLP website for details.  www.HarrisLP.org 

 

Sept 6 (Saturday 4-6 PM) - HCLP Leadership Team Meeting 
Location: TBA.  RSVP:  http://libertarian.meetup.com/276/
calendar/7867968/ 
 

September 20 (Saturday 6 PM - Sun 9 PM) Major LP Event 

… Details to be announced 

Location:  Rice University, Student Center, Farnsworth Pavilion, 
6100 Main, Houston, TX 77005.  See: www.HarrisLP.org 
 

Before traveling, confirm event 
info & RSVP on our Meetup.com site: 
http://libertarian.meetup.com/276   

See our site:  www.HarrisLP.org 
 

 

 
 

Nov 4 (Tuesday) Election Day - Work the Polls! 

Last Day to Register:  Oct 6, 2008, Early Voting: Oct 20-31st.  
Harris County event contact:  call your favorite candidate, or 
Chair Guy McLendon, cell 832-372-8131.   
 

Nov 4 (Tuesday) Election Night Celebration! 
We are, after all, a PARTY!  Locations & times: TBA. 
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Abe Lincoln 

Elected in 1846 as a Whig Party 
Congressman … Lincoln was in-
strumental in forming the Republi-
can Party in 1854, and won the 
Presidency as the first Republican 
in 1860 …. 

Bob Barr 

Elected in 1995-2003 as a Republi-
can Party Congressman … Barr is 
poised to set a new LP electoral 
record in 2008 … His presidential 
victory in 2008 or 2012 would 
likely make Bob the 2nd President 
in the US to herald the demise of an 
Establishment Party … just like 
good ole Abe.  Nice mustache, 
Bob! 


