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leertarlan Flscally Conservatlve & Socially Tolerant

Televised Senatorial Debate [L-R] Senator John Cornyn,
Libertarian Yvonne Schick, and [not shown] Rick Noriega.

LPTX Retains Ballot Access!
Election 2008
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My Fellow Libertarians,

The 2008 election season was a busy and tumul-
tuous one. HCLP had a total of 35 candidates
listed on the 2008 ballot. The Barr for President,
Schick for Senate, Finkel and Wieder for Con-
gress campaigns all had yard signs available for
distribution. The HCLP leadership team deliv-
ered yard signs to early voting locations that

could accept signs, and participated in the Ballot
Board. Many other candidates had active websites to provide voters
with information about their views & positions. Allin all ... I'm please.

On the tumultuous aspect, some vocal LP members are reluctant to ac-
cept or support the decisions made by national convention. This reluc-
tance applies not only to recent improvements in the National Platform,
but also in the selection of the presidential candidate. A very few LP
members have chosen to support creation of a new political party, the
Boston Tea Party, as a competitor to the LP. While it’s true that compe-
tition can help to develop better ideas, it's also true that increased frag-
mentation of the liberty movement costs us critical mass. Inadequate
critical mass equals no real change in government. At present, the dam-
age from this small splinter appears to be much less severe than the civil
war the LP experienced in 1983. My guess is that, in hindsight, this dis-
cord will prove to be temporary growing pains required for our evolution.

Many LP members felt strife regarding Ron Paul's decision to endorse
the Constitution Party’s candidate Chuck Baldwin. The misunderstand-
ings on both sides of this divide created a regrettable train wreck, and
my hope is that everyone will just forgive & forget. Bob Barr’s receipt of
nearly 3 times the votes received by Baldwin, despite the endorsement,
was heartening. Despite the train wreck, let us keep in mind that Dr.
Paul remains a staunch defender of our primary shared goals - restora-
tion of Liberty for all Americans.

Respectfully, | differ with Dr. Paul on whether attempts should be made
to reform the GOP. History shows an effort to reform GOP will likely re-
sult in only a periodic realignment that will yield no permanent, funda-
mental change in policy. Recall the libertarian Barry Goldwater was fol-
lowed by Nixon. The relative libertarian Reagan was followed by ascen-
dance of the former CIA Director George H.W. Bush to the USA’s
throne. The Gingrich Revolution of the mid 1990s was followed by
George W. Bush. One can extrapolate a new “reform the GOP” push
will result in merely one more swing in this periodic cycle: every 15
years, the GOP appears to find small-government “religion”. Yet, that
religion never translates into lasting change. My opinion is that the GOP
brand should be left to its fanatical & war-mongering factions, and all
facets of the liberty-movement involved in the electoral process should
be directed towards one other political party. The GOP should now be
allowed to decline & die ... just like its predecessor - the Whig Party.

Your partner in the restoration of Liberty,
Guy McLendon

Chair Harris County Libertarian Party
Houston, Texas



End the Fed Rally

On November 22, 1910 a malevolent Creature was conceived in the darkness. Ninety-eight
years after its illegitimate conception, a great coalition gathered at the gates of its lair to signal
the beginning of its end. Every Fed Bank. Every Fed Office. Thirty-Eight Cities. One Purpose.

In the Houston area, the Houston End the Fed Rally was held the morning of November 22
across from the Federal Reserve Branch Bank located at 1801 Allen Parkway. Speakers in-
cluded elected officials, community leaders, political activities, party leaders, church leaders,
educators, and veterans. The rally generated public awareness of the need for sound money,
and provided the public with information about current efforts in Congress to audit, reform and
ultimately end the Federal Reserve Banking System. Congressman Ron Paul was the keynote
speaker. Get more information at this internet location: www.endthefedhouston.com
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End the Fed Rally

Delivered by Guy McLendon, Nov 22, 2008

Hello Houston !!! ... and ... Louisiana! and, Mississippi over there! Yeah! I'm Guy McLendon, Chairman of
Harris County Libertarian Party. Thank you all for being here ...

Back in 1833 ... President Andrew Jackson drove a stake into the heart of the Second Bank of the United
States. Eight years later, that ... Federal Bank ... expired ... It's been done once ... We can do it again! But
to pull the plug on the Federal Reserve, all Patriots must work together ... We must de-fragment the liberty
movement

In the year 2005 at a meeting in San Antonio, Ron Paul’s attendance attracted the state leadership of 4 politi-
cal parties: Libertarian, Green, Constitution & Reform. At that time, strangely enough, | represented the Re-
publican Liberty Caucus. That day | asked all parties to revise their national platforms to eliminate divisive
issues - to eliminate wedge issues. If we all rally around the US Constitution, the freedom movement can
coalesce, and reach critical mass. Critical Mass!

Well ... guess what?

In 2006, our national convention deleted about 90% of our platform planks. 90%! Our 2008 convention re-
built our platform from scratch based on what the committee called “directional principles”. After that meeting
in San Antonio, we, here in the Libertarian Party, have moved toward Common Ground. For partisan cam-
paigns, our organization could be used as a great melting pot ... a place from which everyone can work to
reignite Liberty in our great nation. We now stand ready ... to work together on common goals ... For start-
ers, let's ... really ... really ... End the Fed! We can do this!

Most of our candidates are with you. For example, inside Harris County this election, we had 8 congressional
candidates on the ballot. Every one of them would *End the Fed*. Everyone opposed the bailout bill. So, a
straight ticket vote for the Libertarian Party sent a clear message ... End the Fed! End the Bailouts! That's

our Common Ground! Working together, we can do this!
. . Photo on Page 8!
I love y’all, and may God bless these united States of Americal
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Election Day - 2008

By Guy McLendon
HCLP candidates gathered at Two Rows Brewery
in Rice Village to celebrate & watch incoming
election returns. For voters residing inside Harris
County, the Libertarian Party provided voters with
35 candidates to choose as alternates to the du-
opoly choices.

This edition of GCL is dedicated
to our 2008 candidates.

Candidate Alfred Montestruc and LP Texas Secretary

Brian Kuzma Thank yO u.’

Candidate Mary Ann Bryan, left, with HCLP Chair Guy Candidate Jeff McGee, left, with Mom Susan McGee, Dad
McLendon, and Vice Chair Stacey Bourland Gary McGee and cousin Heather Ripkowski

Jason Woytek, left, and Candidate John Wieder
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News Reports Actlvism & Outreach Events

BO b Barr Vi SItS H ou StO n Rice Libertarian Candidate Meetup
" # 6

HCLP sponsored a visit by presidential candidate B & $ $ "

Bob Barr. Nearly 100 persons were in attendance, $
and the event was covered by the Houston Chroni- -

cle, and a local TV station.

Libertarian Party candidates attending included [L-R] Mhair
Dekmezian, Matt Finkle, John Wieder, Joe Marcom, Joel
Grace, Jeff Daiell and Justo Perez

Candidate Bob Barr, left, converses with Bob & Gay Smither

Harris County Election - Continued from Page 1
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0" ;:4 " Libertarians, as well as Republicans and Democrats,
@ C $ were represented this year in Harris County’s election
process. | represented the HCLP County Chair on the
$ " Harris County Election Board which includes represen-
$ 0] tatives of all the county offices — Democrats, Republi-
-, P cans & Libertarians. LP membership on the Ballot
+ - " Board could have been greater if we had gotten the
1 _" word out earlier. Members of the county clerk's voting
G offices treated the LP participants well, as did most of
" $ the ballot board members. We learned a lot about vot-
$ ing procedures and rules. While we handled mostly
- mail ballots and early ballots, due to the volume, | per-
sonally touched about two thirds of the votes cast in the
general election. The Board members appointed me to

Harris County Election Board
By Richard Phillips

Harris Co. LP Straight Ticket Voting History

9 4 B 7 serve as the Assistant Presiding Judge. Things really

got interesting after Election Day when we processed
A provisional ballots along with additional overseas bal-
e ph<qd M"> - N lots. Due to the close District Attorney and local judicial

races, everyone had various poll watchers since every
**T3 T3/4 - vote counted. HCLP participation in the Ballot Board
*"vk T 7xq 5§ could be considered an outreach project since many

R's and D's had never seen a live Libertarian be-
T4 5 $ fore. Some recommendations will be presented at our
% / "4 next HCLP Leadership Team meeting concerning our

future participation on the Ballot Board.
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Information to Oppose the Trans Texas Corridor
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Harrls County Electlon Results

Statewide Offices
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HCLP does not receive cash contributions from either the Texas or National Libertarian Parties. In addition to supporting
LP at state & national levels, please also donate generously to support your local county activists!
(Donations from corporations or labor unions can not be accepted at this time.)

Initiative & Referendum
It’s About Freedom - Not Politics

By Mike Ford
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Public Notice

HCLP is discontinuing our public retail outlet distribution of Gulf Coast Liberty until the frequency of dis-
tribution can transition from quarterly to monthly. Of course, the hardcopy mailings will continue. To
get your free hardcopy subscription delivered by snail-mail, please contact the HCLP Chair: Guy
McLendon, 832-372-8131, or email HCLPChair@LPTexas.org Page 7 of 8
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Jan 24th (Saturday 9AM - 2 PM) - Mises Circle, a Jeremy # A ’
Davis Seminar. Event theme: Our Enemy, Inflation @ )
# 2+ -2 J W/ http://libertarian.meetup.com/276
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Feb 28 (Saturday 2-4 PM). HCLP Leadership Team meet-

ing. $ - $
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